
What  is  VBIO?
Verband  Biologie,  Biowissenschaften  und  

Biomedizin  in  Deutschland

German  Life  Sciences  
Association
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Was  macht  ein  Verband?
Wem  nützt  der?
Brauchen  wir  den  heute  noch?
Reicht  nicht  das  Internet?
Was  ist  mit  Fachgesellschaften?
Keine  Zeit  für  so  was?



Die  Mitglieder  des  VBIO  
repräsentieren  alle  
Teildisziplinen  der  
Biowissenschaften

kommen  aus  Schule,  
Hochschule,  Industrie,
Forschung,  Verwaltung,  
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Structure

6,300  individual  members,  
26  expert  associations (Fachgesellschaften),  
75  co-­operating members (companies,  institutes,  
faculties)    =  35,000  members
-­representing the entire spectrum of life sciences
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Bundesländer

15  Landesverbände,  the  association  
NRW  is  the  second  largest  one  
behind  VBIO-­Bavaria.

This  federal  construct  is  useful  
because  questions  of  science  and  
education  are  the  responsibility  of  
each  federal  lands  policy.

VBIO-­NRW  keeps  direct  contact  with  
the  ministries  of  science  and  
education  in  NRW.



Administration

• There  are  two  administrative  offices,  
one  in  Berlin  responsible  for  expert  
associations  and  one  in  Munich  for  
individual  members  (=  
Landesverbände).  

• We  have  one  executive  presidium  
(committee)  comprising  the  president,  
treasurer,  and  some  more  important  
people.  

• Each  of  the  15  Bundesländer
associations  has  an  executive  board  
with  a  chairman  or  a  chairwoman  –like  
me.  
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• networking  !!
• giving  a  platform  for  politicians  and  
administrators  to  contact  experts  in  any  
question  dealing  with  biology;;  

• This  is  very  important  because  today  there  are  
many  professions  that  compete  with  biologists,  
as  there  are  pharmacy  and  medicine  as  well  as  
chemistry,  engineering  and  others  more.  People  
with  these  professions  often  are  consulted  in  
primarily  biological  questions.  

• With  other  words:  Biologists  need  to  have  a  
strong  representation  to  be  seen  as  experts  in  
biological  questions!

• We  (VBIO)  need  more  members,  more  
experts,  more  money!
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Our  Goals



What  are  we  doing?
• We  support  projects  in  the  areas  of  education  
(schools,  colleges,  universities)  and  research;;  
we  support  meetings  like  this;;  

• We  clarify  biological  facts  if  asked  by  politicians  
or  other  people;;  

• we  participate  in  decision-­making  – for  instance  
for  new  guidelines  and  curricula  concerning  
teaching;;

• We  write  statements  concerning  socially  relevant  
topics  hoping  to  get  some  influence,  as  there  are  
animal  welfare,  renewable  resources,  
environment  protection,  environmental  pollution,  
biotechnology  and  genetic  engineering  and  
others  more.

• We  inform  about  study  possibilities  in  Germany  
http://www.bachelor-­bio.de and  
http://www.master-­bio.de

• we  run  education  courses  for  teachers  and  
students



Some recent examples

(screenshots)
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Matias  Zurbriggen  (HHU),  Tobias  Erb  (MPI  terr.  MiBi  
Marburg),  Victor  Sourjik  (MPI  Marburg),  Seraphine  
Wegener  (MPI  Polymerforsch.  Mainz),    Max  Mundt  
(GASB)
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:  Bewegungsmangel:  vom  Molekül  bis  zum  Astronauten
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14.  November  2019
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Stipendien-­Datenbank

Foundations  grants  and  
fundings  –database    
permanently  actualized



The  end

• Please  note:  

• Biologentag  in  NRW  ist  am  
09.11.  2019  ab  10  Uhr  im  ISAS  
Dortmund
Thema:  „Big  Data  – ein  
Quantensprung  in  Biologie  und  
Medizin“
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